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From the 
President 

by Katie Evans 

At the January membership 
meeting, I told evcr}'Qne a li ttle about 
myse lf, since I don't know maq' of 

pc"o'n,Uy, I'll recap briefly for those who didn't 
attend. I've in Lenex;! almost SIX years, moving 
here after IWH:g north of the river 19 years. {'have 
been an U -IS membe r fo ur years. I qWt work i:lg fuU 
rime m'cyears ago, after 19 year!;. at Hall:nark Cards. 
When I le ft, I was a writer and rol tor o f inte rnal 
com munication s foe tbe G.raprnc '\r Di division . 
Now, 1 have a booth of antiques at D eco!3tor's 
Showcase Antique Mall. ,\t[y husband is CEO of 
Lenexa-based Cookbook Publishers, Inc. 

So, what do I have in mind for LHS this 
year? M y feeling is that our focus has g radually 
shifted ove r the years to fundraising and away 
from our mission of preserving and promoting 
interest in Lenex a histo ry. I would like to see LHS 
give more to the communiry than we ask from I ! My 
suggcsrio n IS to provide more free history-rel ated 
services to the publi c. 

For example, we have I n our Gi ft Shop a booklet 
ti tled, "Lenexa: The First 125 Years." There fUe 
slides in o ut libnuy that accompany this booklet. I 
am wiWng to become familiar with me inform atJon 
in that booklet and tre slides, and do a presenta
ti on on Lenexa history to any civic or private 
club lhat asks for it. T!l e p resentation would be ftee 
as a commuru ty service. 

1 think sud: ,l service wo"':d give people a differ 
em , posi tive impression of LJ-IS. It m;,\· also encour
age new members. 

I invi te vwo ne else imeresred in this IOnd of 
acti vi ty to let ~e know. Wle colJ bener serve organ,i
zations if several people wr ~e nv;wable. fusO if you 
have o ther ideas about how LHS could serve our 
community, historically speaking, please call me or a 
Board rn t.:mbet. 

A nother idea suggested by M ary Kay Smith is 
(0 d evelop a 10-15 minute slO t on Lenex a history 
to present al communi ty functions and festivals . 
I thin k t.his is an r.xceJent stlggestion, and m ade i t 
one of our goals for the year. Again, anyone in ter
ested in participating is invited to call me. 

By ch anging our focus, I bope to interest 
more members in volumeering for activities [h at 
suppou o w mission statemen t. I also think it 
may encourage ncw, and fran kJy, ),oungcr members 
to jom. We need rhcm to pass the baron to for the 
future o f U -IS. 

\\Then younger potenti,a! mc:mbers ask "\'<lhat 
(contil,Red 011 pag~ 3) 
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ART WALK 

The Lenexa Arts Council presents 


A TOUR OF LENEXA ARTS & 

A SERIES OF SLIDES 


Tuesday, March 23, 7:00 p .m. 

Schneeberger Hall in the Lenexa United 


Methodist Church, 9138 Caenen Lake Rd . 


The City of Lenexa has a significant collection of 
public an within the city. Judy Tuckness, Lenexa 
residen' and chair 01 the city's Arts CounCil, will 
guide us through a visual tour. She will provide a 
commentaty with a se ries 01 slides and the histOty 
and baCkground of each piece. 

Leam where these pieces of art are located: 
• An elderl y gentleman creating a frozen confection 
• The Slate Animal of Kansas 
• A giant serpent guard of Snake Island 
• The symbol of the FOT resides here 
• A free-wheeling sextet is an illusion 
• A physical fitness example 
• An aquatic exerciser 
• When the cows came here, the bu lls were close 
beh ind 

COME ANO REDISCOVER THE HIDDEN 
TREASURES OF LENEXA. Wait ti l the Discovety 
Channel hears about us! 

A few of the activities the The Lenexa Arts 
Council participates in are: 
• awards scholarships to senior high school stu
dents who are Lenexa residents and are planning to 
major in the Performing and/or VIsual Arts. 
• co-sponsors Art Van Go lor community children 
• Lenexa Artists' Show, with Premier Bank, in the 
bank's lobby 
• Sponsors the placement of Lenexa artists' works 
in the State House in Topeka during the legislative 
session 

Lenexa artists exhibiting in the '99 session are 
TIm Anderson, Keith Coffin, Ron Franzen. Gloria 
Havk ins, Shannon Manning. Mat McNary, Linda 
Menges, Karen Poe. and Judy Tuckness. 

Refreshments, provided by LHS, will be 
served at the meeting. Please call 492-0038 to 
reserve a seat. Friends of members are always 
welcomeI 



"{he Museum was awarded a Conservation 
Assessmenc Prog ram (CAP) g ram in the 
am ou llI of $5,43010 $6,190 from the l nstirutc of 
Museum and Library Services and Heritage Prese r
varioo. This grant wiU allow us to hire two coosul
. ,nlS, a collections spec ialis t (conserv3lOr) and a his~ ,. totic architect, who will spend two days thoroughly 
assessing the museum's conservation needs. 

The conservation asscssmcm is a broad study of 
the policies, practices, and conditions that affect the 
catc and prese rvatio n of our museum's collections. 
\'Vhen the site visi t is complete, the assessors will 
produce a report abour their visit and make sugges
tions for improvement or reorganization. I t is an 
important grant to receive, as it will give us a very 

, 	 important professional perspective in out long- term 
pl anning for the museum. 

Additionally, we received an incredible 
donation from KU's Museum of Anthropology 
in the form of 12 museum exhibit cases and 3 
podium. Tbese cases, if \\(; were to purchase them 
o n our own, could cost u" around ~8,OOO. We are 
exueme1y lucky to be the bene ficiaries of this 
thoughtful gt':srute. Alrt':ady, we have instaUt":d. fOUI 
of them in our " Lenexa Boom" t':xhibit, and plan to 
(e -install several other pt': rmanem exhibits using 
these wonderfu.l cases over the next few months. 

In addition [0 the above, we arc pJanning our 
museum oouc:u.1on programs and po licy, working o n 
the 2000 budget. and crearing 1; marketJOg plan fo t 
the museum to ge t the word out ro o ur community, 
the G reater K7.osas City area , and to the U.S. 
tOUrists. 

Need to Call an 	 Member? 
Pres. Katie Evans .. . ... 268-4606 
Vice. Pres. Mary Kay Smith ..... 888-0144 
Sec. Nancy Heeney 

. , Treas. Jim Peterson 
, ~ Frank Andre ws. 

Josie LeCklyse 
Bill Markman 

. . . . . 888-4059 
. . . . . . . . 648-2043 
.. ........ 894 -1376 

. .... .......... 888-5 103 
.. ........ .888-5562 

Angelo Mino . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. .. 438-3364 
Jim Spalth .. ... .. . .... . . 631-2502 
Kenny Reeves .. 894-9426 
Ex-Olfido Pat l1erly 888-5645 

Special Thanks to KU 
The Legler Barn Museum and Lenexa 

Historical Society would li ke to express thel! 
gratitude to the Museum of Anthropology, 

University of Kansas fo r thei r Incredible dona
civo of over a do zen museum''luali ty exhibit 

cases. We could never achieve o ur goals at the 
museum if it werco'r for kind don atio ns sud

as this o ne. THANK YOU! 

Passport to Adventure Hunt at 
the Barn May 16 & 17 

Join the fun the wet:kend of May 16-17 as 22 
unique si tes from the Interpretive Site Coalition 
of Greater KC offer you a passport to adven
ture! Th~ " Hurt" 15 ~. great opportunity for fa milies 
find OTher groups to get a taste of the tourist sites 
in your own backyard. You can pICk up your pass
port booklets < arcing May 16 at any of the 22 sites, 
including Lcgk~ Barn !vluscum Complex, and pro
ceed on to as many of the museums and interpre
{lye cem'ers as yrYJ 'd )·:~e. Opening weekend, we 
will feature door prizes, including a drawing for 
the g rand door prize, a special "site basket" 
from one of the other 21 Passport to Advenmre 
sites. If you have bigger goals, visit ;~t least six 
o th er sites in the Hunt, correcdy answer their hunr 
questions, turn In the answer shet':t by h aher's D ay, 
and you will be eligible fo r H UGE and WONDER· 
FLL PRJ ZES! Passport [0 Adventu re Hum ends 
father's Day weekend, so be sure to starr o n 
Mother's Day kick-off weekend. Ho pe (0 see you 
2rQund! 

Volunteers Needed 
We arc planning to open the Depot to the 

public on a regular basjs $1ucing (hi~ June and 
last'ng through the end of September. Righ t now, 
we brmg people over as requc~ted and on tours . 

Fridays and Saturdays from 11-3, we need 
volunteers to host the Depot and its exhibits . 
T hose who can work on a regular basis arc most 
desired. We will provide training noour the Depot 
exhibits and greeting guests. Please call Kiersten if 
you afe lO.terested. H we don't get volunteers, we 
probably will not be able to open th e D epot on 
such a schedule, so please call! 



__ 

President 

((onlinlledfrom page 1) 
will LHS do for me if I join?" , the answer cao be, 
"We'll help you learn more about history, and help 
you encourage others' interest, and not a~k you to 
volunteer hours or days of your time for a fu ndrais
cr." Hvpefully, this will help swell our membership 
with new faces, which is another goal for '99. 

New Officers 
Mary Kay Smith was elected Vice-President 

at our Febru'lry Board Fleeting. Out by-laws require 
that the vir:t.:-prcsidcm ::Iso take the Membership 
O~·l i r. As su!.:];, Mary Kay IS currently working 00 
h er first priority, that of producing a new direc
tory this year. 

Nancy Heeney was elected Secretary. 

Board Resignation 
Bernie McNichols resigned from the Board 

Feb. 15, and also from all other LHS actIvities. 
Since she was President Elect, we will have clec t~d a 
replacement for her at the March Board meeti ng. 
(fhi~ is being written and prioted bdorc: the met t
ing.) We wiU also have VOted on a replacement 
Bo ard candidate. T he laSt position to fiU due to 

Bt:rnie's (e~ ignation is that o f Spinach Festival 
Crafts Booth Chair. The Board is currently look
ing for som eone . Since this is o ur biggest 
f-.lndraiser, it 's most urge nt to 6JJ thi !! post. 
PlIo\ SE conSIder volunteering if you have any 
experience on the committee, o r if you JUSt have an 
imerest in crafts. 

Spinach Festival Discussion 
I wiU be OUi o ( town (0( ou r March Member· 

ship Meeting. Af our M ay meeling. I want to hear ; 
your opinions on whe ther oc not LHS will coo- . 
finue to sponso r the crafts booths al Spinach . If 
is 3 big jo b, and me whole commi nee l13s on ly fo \.l.{ 
volunteers, one of those not even being an LHS 
mem~er. So far, no one wants to be Chairman of 

the craft s booths. (Greg Peterson is Chairman for 
the antique booths.) 

Am I to assume th:u the lack of volun teers for 
such a big undertaking means we no longer cart: 
about it, and art through with our comminncnt co 
it? Am I to tell Lenexa Parks and Recreatio n that 
they may have i t from now on? You [cll mc. If you 
feel strongly about it one way at: the othe r, 
come to the meeting, but be warned: if you think 
LllS,holf/d continue (0 ~ponso r the booths, be pre
parcci to volunteer for trus year's committce, and 
beyond. Otherwise, if the consensus of {he mem~ 
bership is to discontinue sponsorship, 1 wiU tcU BiU 
N icks the booths a(e his. J'ye already had a prelimi 
nary diSCUSSion with Bill. He said P&R would take 
over the responsibili ty in 2000. .. 

Plant Sale Canceled 
As the year progresses, I plan ro review with thl! 

Board our current fu nd raisers. I wam to discuss {he 
ratio of dollars and positive public se rvice to rime 
and voluntee r energy speor. If the latter doesn't 
outweIgh the former, 1 will urge the Board to dis
continue them. 

At the February Board meeting, we had sud} :t 

discussion about the Plant Sale. Chairman Bernie 
McNichols reported that the supplier we had 
used in p revious years was n o longe r willing to 
supply small sales. She spent houTS o n (he pho ne 
trying to find anmher who would sell to us at 
affordable prices, plus take back unsold pLants as 
our previous supplier had. Bernie w.lS unsuccessful. 

lr was also pointed out that many schools and 
clubs have plant ~a1e s, and raising the prices {Q 

cover o ur COStS may not be b'OOd fo t busint:SS. The 
Board took aU Ihat information into co nsideration, 
in IIddi tion {O the annual probLems o f storing the 
p12nts overnight, and finding voluntccf5 to suff the 
three-day event. E....en though the Planl SIIIc has ;n 
,he past made i 1400-2000, the 'icl\unteer hours and 
current obstacles don't ju~tify having it. As a res ult, 
we voted oot to have the Plant Sale this year. 

.• " ••••••• , ••••••••• ,., •• •• ••• •• ••••••••••••••••••••••••• i . .......................................................... 


_ Successful Soup Luncheon 
(i(:\ We knew Ihe Soup 

\\.... \." 0 .'l Luncheon was a success~~ ,......... -:f/. when we ran out of soup wilh 

'<:ao7' 20 minutes left of serving 

time. The tala I net profit was $2,149 .74 . 
During the luncheon, the Gift Shop took in 

$111 and the Bake Sale garnered $95, One new 
member joined that day. 

Thanks to Chairman Pat lierly, her right· 
hand-woman Rita DeBra bander, and to all the 
'.=""""".""""""",,__""'''''~~'''' ", ,_ .,_."'. 

many volunteers who COOked. baked, dona led 
items and money. ran errands, served, bussed, 
washed, greeted, set up, cleaned up, lor9 down, 
and sold items. We appreciate your yearly gener
ous, enthusiastic response. You made our lun
cheon happen! 

If anyone left a white dinner plate with a 
gold rim at the dessert table, please C8112!!'. .8tie _ 
Evans, 268-4606. ~.. o . 

. . 
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A Brief History of the \...-. 
Scherman Family Lenexa Arts Coundl presents 

by Katie Evans Art Walk 
Since the Walter SchermaJl Farm, /eJJOIIJfI M i\iill Creek Walking Tours of Sculpture in the Park 

Slables, at 8440 Renner 1;" , been sold and IS being devekJp ed April 3 11 :00- 1 :00 
into /011, hm is (I htdt /;isloi~ . of the jaflli!;" Sar-Ko-Par Park

T he Lenexa Scherma n family began in 
(In case of rain, a slide presentation Geresdo rf, Hungary, with the birth of Andrew in 

1846. O riginaUy, his name ~s VonSchermann. H e will be given) 
arrived in Lenexa in 1867. Andrew worked 0 0 the This tour is in conjunction with the 
railroad, hauling tics fo r the Frisco Railrood, d riving 
a mule team fo r $20 a month. He received a S5 pee Legler Barn Museum 's 
month raise when ice fo rmed regularly in his gloves. temporary exhibit 

Upo n hi s mother's death, he inh erited $400. 
Andrew bought his own mule team and wagon, " Pinnacles of the Plains: 
which he latcr sold to bu y 40 an cs from August Public Sculpture in Kansas" 
Baumgardne r. 

Runs April 3-May 23Andrew married Mf.gdalena Catherim Ble.ier in 
1870. She, tOO, was from Hungary', born in 1844. At 
22. Lena, as she was knm\.TI. and her parents cr.:n e 
to New Yo rk, where Lena worked as a domCSlic. Bernice F. Harvey died February 2 1 at 
The Bkiers clIme to Kansas in the late 1860s, k lY- Delmar Gardens in Overland Park. She was a 
109 80 acres in west Lenexa. charter member of the Lenexa Historical 

Lena and Andrew were married in Farh er Society, and seNed as Lenexa Postmaster for 
Pickle r's Shawnee church. The county clerk mi s a number of years, The Historical Society 
spelled her laSt name on the marriage license, wri t

extends its sympathy to Bernice's family anding it phonically as Blair. The Scherman s had nine 
-mends. -- . children between 1871 and 1888-: \'Villiam, Franci s, 

Mary Ann, And rew, Albert, Walter, Soph ia, Gcorg~ 
na died in 1920, and Andrew foUowed :.l: year and Magdalena (H elen). 	 u 

later. The Scher man desca ndents have married otherO ne of Andrew's grandchildren rt:memb~rs him 
old Lenexa family names, sud l as Boehm, Ho no, as ~:lVi ng " squeaky shoes ... and liked to glOW flow 

m 	 Macher, Z:lhner, and Li no . Some Schermans h:lve 
chosen ro drop [he "c" and (hI': second " n." Andrew farmed and ra.i$ed horses all his Jife. 

W hen Lt.: eetH ed, hi s sons Walter and George sta) <.:d 
()O the farm. Walter married and bough t his own 
farm. George married, 100, but stayed on the fa mil y 
farm. 
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Shawnee Mission, KS 

May 8 & 9 
Door Prizes! 
Family Fun! 
Adventure! 

Stop by fhe Barn 
for your Passports 


